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Prelude 
I. What is architecture? 
What is ultimate architecture? Or be more critical, 
What is the essential meaning of architecture? 
Those questions seem border every architecture student and still we are keeping searching 
the answers. Of coz we don't need to commit suicide in order to experience architecture as 
suggested by Bernard Tschumi. 
When we talk about architecture, is that only about form making / structural logic / social 
concern / environmental issues / energy efficiencies / commercial considerations? 
Architecture may include them all or may be none. 
Architecture lies between materialized and immaterial domain. It can't only be described by 
drawings / renderings / details / models, but instead your imaginations / experiences. The 
hybrid conditions in Chung King Mansion may be a good example of this. 
II. In Hong Kong, 
Client is the architecture 
Economy is the architecture 
Bigness is also the architecture 
or vice versa 
can't tell you what is the ultimate architecture by my project. 
III. Architecture is one materialized entity derived from immaterial concepts, 
or 
Architecture is one materialized entity derived from materialized concepts, 
or 
Architecture is an immaterial body comprised of materialized entities, 
or 
Architecture is an immaterial body comprised of immaterial entities? 
HPS 
Inspirations 
The film 'Fight Club' initiates my first steps of the project. Directed by David Fetcher in 1999 
and acted by Brad Pitt and Edward Norton, it is an exhilarating movie, which describes a 
normal 9-5 office insurance manager who feels bored with daytime work and at nighttime, he 
joins the fight club organized by Brad Pitt. 
What he did at the fight club contradicts with his daytime behavior. From 9am to 5pm, he is 
a dull man with standardized schedule, dealing with cruel clients. But once he joins fight 
club, his hidden personalities are revealed: wild / violence / sex. The fight club itself like a 
therapy space which release the depressed qualities of people. 
So does architecture help reveal the hidden / truth personalities of 
people? 
[ecstasy] 
n, feeling of great joy and spiritual uplift 
adj. ecstatic 
Introducation 
Ecstasy is the euphoric feeling that makes you feel happiness and full of energy. This 
feeling can be recalled from the ravers in 80，s who take MDMA or your home doctors (more 
accu ra te l y ) cou ld te l l you that the o r ig in of ecs tasy is caused by s o m e t h i n g ca l led 
phenylethylamine released by your brain. 
Urban Ecstasy, or it may be called Ecstasy in city, depicts the psychological condi 
t ions of people who indulge to ecstatic way of l iving / behavior. Shopping in Festival Walk, 
Jogging at 3/F California Fitness or Rave Party at Chemical Suzy is revea l ing such 
phenomenon. Homogeneity / boredom / monotony is being prohibited. Instead, fantasy / ex-
hilaration / stimulation is being addicted. 
In this project, a DAY& NIGHT trans-program building is introduced in Lan Kwai Fong to 
reveal this quality of urban living. The programs exist in disjunctive relat ionship which they 
mu tua l l y s u p p o r t each o t h e r ' s in the same space wi th the day & n igh t c h a n g e s . 
it is A WORLD OF STIMULATIONS 
with less and less meanings to us!! 
Do we get addicted to such kind of urban life? 
Mission 
To create a DAY and NIGHT transprogram building which responses the extreme / alien-
ated human behavior and site context and in Lan Kwai Fong. 
Objective 
The project aims at revealing the phenomenon of the schizehropic urban living and the 
paradox of the instability of urban space occupation. 
Observations 
Living in a hyper-density metropolis like Hong Kong, how do we define or express our 一 
[self]? 
I think I am not the first one who ask this silly question. In fact, Hong Kong is a place where people fear of 
talking about their identities. From the national level, we usually call ourselves Hong Kong people rather than 
Chinese even after 1997. It seems that Hong Kong is an independent city without any nationality. Of coz I am 
not interested to elaborate this from the political views, but I would like to discuss this by how we live in such 
metropolis. 
Hong Kong is a city of transients, people with mobile identities 
Much of the population of Hong Kong was made up of refugees or expatriates who thought of Hong Kong as a 
temporary stop, no matter how long they stayed. The sense of the temporary is very strong, even if it can be 
entirely counterfactual. The city is not so much a place as a space of transit. A port city may be a more suitable 
term to describe this, it is used to be located at the intersections of different spaces. Hong Kong is increasingly 
to be at the intersections of different time or speeds. 
Living in such accelerating city, I believe that our identities usually are suppressed, hidden or ignored. Personal 
participation is not important in the city, we are like the participles who visualize the architecture. 
Can we understand ourselves through the city? 
or what are the roles I am playing in the city? 
[Urban ecstasy] 
The popularity of rave party in recent years show that people enjoy indulgence 
in an ecstatic way. They want to forget about their roles in the office, forget all 
the stress in daytime and escape from the norms of city • Inside the dancing 
pool, they have no defined roles but like actors have dance performance. 
Rave party constructs a second world and second life outside officialdom 一 a 
world without rank or social hierarchy. It likes a carnival; people are subject to 
the laws of own freedom. 
Why people like to behave like that nowadays? Are there some reasons 
behind? 
There are problems with our cities. People enjoy the moment without any identities. 
In the other words, I would define it as [urban ecstasy], a city symptom that 
masks our-[self] under the stressful urban life. 
We need [rehabilitation] 
To most people mind, rave party may be regarded as some negative activities 
associated with drugs or crimes. But can we achieve the same result by a 
positive approach? 
[Scenario I] - City as dematerialized entity 
In modern age, city is no more a concept for gathering or habitation only, but also a exchange of ideas or 
information. Now in such global city like Hong Kong, we can't live without information network like Internet or 
telecommunications. We can almost do everything through our computer at home without going outside. So the 
perception of the city has changed, City is no more a materialized concept but a network of information. People 
living in the city like the neutrons flowing in the current. The network city minimizes the importance of the people 
and in such territory; we only get an email address which represent ourselves. 
How do we notice our existence in the city? 
Nowadays, the space of lived experience has been to a codified system of signification, and with the increasing 
emphasis on visual perception there has been a corresponding reduction in other forms of sensory perception. It 
cannot account for the richness of lived experience. 
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[Scenario 11] - City of Hyper reality 
Hong Kong is a city of hyper-reality.We can see that urban space of Hong Kong composed of different themes. 
Since the government wants to promote tourism as one major income of Hong Kong, it starts to plan the city into 
an exquisite place. In order to attract tourists to come to buy'pleasure', numerous projects are under constructed 
such as the fish market in Aberdeen, Disney Land in Ma Wan or some traditional Chinese garden in Kowloon city. 
The private developers promote us a North American middle class living style. We can see that the muti-story 
mansion must have a lobby that looks like a five star international hotel，and a club house with fitness center and 
swimming pools. Next to the estate, there must be an enormous shopping center with branches of chain shores. 
We can see that the government and the private developers are de-contextualizing our living environment by 
removing the districts with collective memory and replace it with some meaningless simulations of foreign 
architecture. City hence become a place of no-place. 
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[Scenario III] - City is the metaphor of shopping mall 
Modern urbanism is about shopping.已en van 巳erkel defines, ‘ Shopping is a language. New words invented in 
relation to shopping are among the most imaginative and original architectural concepts of our time. But when 
shopping only means buying the same branded products everywhere, the bubble bursts. Inclusive shopping 
means integrating commercial functions with public life.， 
Consumerism defines what is stylistic life for us. To most people, stylistic life means a life full of aesthetic 
pleasure. They constantly try for new looks, new sensations or new tastes. People work hard to earn the power of 
consumption of everything 'new'. The appreciation of design has changed, it is no more grounded on the appropri-
ateness of the product in the living environment, but 'new is beautiful'. 
Therefore design products become depth less images without meaning, they are only some exchangeable, float-
ing signifiers which can be linked up with any signified according to the improvisation of the designers. In extreme, 
it even creates a hyper reality invade our real world, we can no longer distinguish which is real and which is not, 
which is meaning to our life and which is not. We have lost our values in the city. 
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a trend? a fashion? can we against it? 
Site selection 
Hong Kong has long been regarded as a place where 'east meets west'. We get used to live in a mixed eastern and 
western life style. We always act into two (or even more) characters within one day. We may enjoy a western 
lunch at day time but go to ‘tai pa tong' at night time. 
Lan Kwai Fong is a site where most witness the extreme life style / behaviour of Hong Kong people. The 
day time of Lan Kwai Fong is peaceful in essence it is a commercial and residential area. And at nighttime, it 
becomes a paradise to foreigners or even local people. It is a site full of contradictions & 
unexpectations. Yo\j can't imagine how this oasis is hidden in a very commercialized context like Hong 
Kong. 
When I look into the site map of Lan Kwai Fong Area, the physical settings like transportation network, pedestrian 
network is nothing different from other urban site like Mong Kok, Causeway Bay orTsim ShaTsui. But in fact, 
when you look into the spatial usage of Lan Kwai Fong, you can tell that the map is not useful to visualize the 
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When I thi n kaboutwh ich site I shou Id selectforthe project Useemsthatthereare 
q u ileal otpossi bi I itiescozal m ostevetysite i n Lan Kwai Fo ngwou Idswitch itsquaJity 
from dayto n ig htti m e. 
Rememberthekeyword'ecstasy'.lwouldliketorefersomeplaoewhichcanstimu-
latethiskindof psychological status.ltshoukdbesomeplaoesrelaledtodarkness/ 
securiV/ambiguous.ltisseductivetDtheusersoreventhenon-users. 
Finally I have chosen a site which attached with a retaining 
wall bewteen Wyndham Street and Wing Wah Lane. 
It is triangular urban fabric which forms a dead end in Lan 
Kwai Fong Area 
When it compares to Lan Kwai Fong area, it seems that it is 
not a popular point for people staying, chatting, waiting 
there. Instead we may usually neglect it coz it is located in 
a higher profile isolated from the main circulation route. 
Remember the keyword 
'ecstasy', I would like to re-
fer some place which can 
stimulate this kind of psy-
chological status. It should 
be some places related to 
d a r k n e s s / s e c u r i t y / 
ambiguous. It is seductive 




History of Central 
In the early 1840’s, Hong Kong Island was occupied by Britian. Stanley was the first site chosen for development, 
but later, because of bad weather and the spread of epidemics in Stanley, the British started to develop the north 
coast of the Island - the areas now known as Sheung Wan Central. By the beginning of the 20化 century, the area 
for development of the Hong Kong Island was roughly divided into four districts: Sai Wan, Sheung Wan, Central 
and Ha Wan. Nowadays, Central is already the business and financial center with hundreds of skyscrapers, 
designer shops and luxury hotels. 
Site studies 
History of Lan Kwai Fong 
At the beginning of the 20…century, Lan Kwai Fong was a small, quiet area where orchids were sold; Lan Kwai 
Fong liternally means The Scent of Orchids'. During the 70's, the real estate business prospered, and after some 
redevelopment in that area, cars can enter the street. Lan Kwai Fong remained an old residential area for Chinese 
people until a foreigner, Allan Zeman arrived. Allan Zeman currently is the landlord who owns most of the 丨and. 
He remembered that around 15 years ago, his friends complained him that there were no many places to go in 
Hong Kong. Then he thought about Hong Kong may need a good place for young people enjoy themselves. 
Therefore he starts to search for such area. And when he came to Lan Kwai Fong, he got the magic that he should 
build the place here. Then he starts to buy the buildings there and transform the lobbies into more fashionable 
places where now we can see. 
Site studies 
Image of Lan Kwai Fong 
Films and television programmes project a narrow scope of life in Lan Kwai Fong. For example, the television 
programme The Supreme Court' describes the leisure hours of young professionals with intricate sex relation-
ships who spend their time in pubs and restaurants. The film 'From Nine to Five' emphasizes one-night-stands and 
sex, while The Seven Princesses of Lan Kwai Fong' and other local gangster films project the excitement of 
gangs and their rebellious behavior in Lan Kwai Fong. These fragmented events and pieces of imagination from 
the media project an image to the public that Lan Kwai Fong is a strange world out of their daily context - a place 
only related to homosexuality, drug abuse and drunks. 
In recent years, the Lan Kwai Fong Association and the Hong Kong Tourist Association have put a lot of effort into 
promoting Lan Kwai Fong as a tourist marker as well as a festive place. As well as foreign food festivals, special 
occasions (such as Hollyoween and the count-down on New Year's Eve) are arranged, some of them are broad-
cast live on television and radio. Other targets of promotions are the foreigners who are in Hong Kong or mainland 
China for a short periods of time, such as foreign reporters here for the handover of Hong Kong on 1 July 1997. As 
one sightseeing guide book says: ‘ A change of atmosphere is offered in Lan Kwai Fong, an L-shaped lane which 
is home to numerous chic restaurants. The area truly comes into its own in the late evening, when Hong Kong's 
trendy young set frequents its fashionable discos, pubs and bars.，(Hong Kong Tourist Assoication, 1997:19). In 
the 'Insight Guides 一 Hong Kong', it also describes Lan Kwai Fong as a place to hear foreign musicians. 
Site studies 
Image of Lan Kwai Fong 
By using the festive atmosphere, the media always projects a fashionable, vague and moody image onto Lan 
Kwai Fong. As well as attracting foreigners, this image also draws the interest of some Hong Kong local 
young people. As described in the South China Morning Post (1996, Nov. 6): ‘ this kind of events at-
tracts thousands of people to surge into Lan Kwai Fong from the district's pubs and restau-
rants and elsewhere： 
Site studies 
Day and Night occupations in Lan Kwai Fong 
The modes of activities in Lan Kwai Fong change according to time. You can notice the different from day to night. 
In the day-time, the roadways and pavements are mainly used for circulation and goods-delivery, and most of 
human activities go on inside the buildings. The functions of the link (the pedestrians and the roadways) and the 
interior (shops and offices) are separated. Normally, the street is quiet and the daytime user density is relatively 
low, except for the lunch hour. Some of the bars and restaurants even open at 4:00pm. 
At night, Lan Kwai Fong makes a great contrast with other streets in Central. The colourful and bright signboards, 
street lamps and light resources from the large openings of the businesses from a distinctive characteristic. The 
flanking buildings, pavements and roadways are also not clearly defined. People take almost all of the street-level 
area as their own. During the week, the bars and restaurants continue business until 2:00am.’ while on Fridays, 
Saturdays and some holidays, business goes on until 5:00 or 7:00am. 
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The site where I have chosen is being alien-
ated because all building back facades are 
facing towards to the site. It is being under-
utilized because the triangular fabric always 
hard to use. Hence the existing condition of 
the site is like a bowl where it has poten-
tials to hold some mass activities in Lan 
Kwai Fong. 












During daytime, Lan Kwai Fong 
Area is only a residential area 
which having the linkage with the 
commercial area. The peak hour 
utilizing the main area is during 
the lunch hour. Since there are 
some good and cheap restaurants 
located around that area, there-
fore there would be crowd of 
people walking or waiting in front 
of the restaurants. The green area 
shows the major flow of people 
during lunch area.The site I have 
chosen is one the most crowded 
spot. 
Site studies 
Circulation patterns in Lan Kwai Fong 
crowds of people having lunch 
Site studies 
Circulation patterns in Lan Kwai Fong 
During the night-time, when the bars 
are all open and draws the people 
after office hour, the activities pat-
tern changes with it. The streets like 
D'agular Street or lan kwai fong lane 
would be occupied by crowds of 
peop le w a i t i n g , c h a t t i n g or 
socializing...especially on weekends 
or public holidays. 
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Site studies 
Zoning in Lan Kwai Fong 
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Zoning in Lan Kwai Fong 
Research 
1. Life style shops - IKEA shops in HK 
History of IKEA 
The IKEA in Hong Kong is established in 1975. In 1988’ Jardine Pacific acquired the franchise and since then 
expanded the business in many ways including opening new stores and renovating existing stores, making IKEA 
as the leader in the home furnishing arena. Currently there are four main IKEA shops in Hong Kong where located 
at Mong Kok, Causeway Bay, Tuen Mun and Shatin. Those IKEA shops are attached to some shopping malls 
development which means it tries to integrate into our daily shopping pattern. They might be some parts of your 
consumption everyday. 
When work is a pleasure，life is a joy 
It is a slogan from IKEA that mentions how they make working environment to be joyful. 
It implies that through their creative design, they have ability to change something from bored to enjoyable. 
Life style itself has its own market values. It can be sold like the cans in supermarket. 
Is that merely shoppoing activity? 
HereisoneadvertisementfrDmlKEA; 
'Shopping at IKEA gives you great f lex ib i l i ty ! ' 
'If you are a Standard Chartered Credit Cardholder or Options Cardholder, you are now en-
titled to pay for your IKEA purchases by a six months' interest free instalment plan and 0% interest! 
This flexible plan applies to any combination of IKEA 's vast range of home furnishing products and services. 
The steps are simple: 
I.Make sure you have an instalment credit limit granted by Standard Chartered Credit Card. 
2.Once you have selected the items to be purchased, get our staff to recommend an appropriate instalment 
scheme to maximise your benefits. 
3. Watch your instalment plan get approved instantly on the spot! 
Act now to build your dream home with IKEA: 
It is another example illustrates that how the IKEA integrate into our daily lives. 
Shopping at IKEA also represents your status in the society, if you are some credit card holders, you would 
enjoy the privilege. It is a common practice in HK and comes from the keen competition of credit cards as well 
as target group of middle class. 
Research 
2. Rave culture 
What is Rave party? 
Essences of Rave Party 
The Music 
The music at a rave is techno, primarily electronically created music that generally has a high level of bass. It 
tends to be fast-paced, running from between about 115 Beats Per Minute (BPM) to 300 BPM, with the most 
common being about 120 BPM to 140 BPM. Incidentally, ravers prefer 120 BPM because it simulates the 
heartbeat as heard in the womb. 
[Rave dancing can be highly stylistic, or extremely vulgar].The beat is the driving force. 
Whether one is doing highly choreographed dance moves or simply thrusting their body back and forth 
ceases to matter. It is losing oneself to the beat, becoming one with the music by letting the music control 
your movements. 
The People 
Ravers are a unique crowd. While rave culture espouses individualism, a come-as-you-are mentality, there are 
definitely many similarities among ravers in general. The typical raver is between 17 and 25. He is equally likely 
to be a she. He or she is probably white. He or she probably came from a middle-class family, and is reasonably 
well educated. 
There is a definite sense of individualism within the rave fashion scene-you are likely to see someone in jeans, 
someone in black vinyl pants, or someone in costume. However, many people fit into a definite "typical raver" 
mold. 
Outside of a rave, [many ravers appear 'normal']. Many have jobs in technological fields like com-
puter programming. Many are college students. Raving is not an 'all-the-time' culture, as the hippie move-
ment was and is.There are no ravers that simply go from rave to rave and hope to get money by selling tee 
shirts in the parking lot. (Except for maybe DJs, promoters, and venders who make their living at raves). 
Rather, raving is a temporary activity separate from the daily lives of these individuals. 
The Rave spirit 
The basis of rave culture comes from American Indian ceremories where music is used to pull oneself into a unique emotional and 
psychological state. 
It is a sharod experience, A sense ot unity often develops among ravers in which personal creeds, race, gender, 
age, sexual preference and everything else that our society places so much emphasis on simply fades into the background. 
The rave culture is definitely a culture of paganism and, to an extent, hedonism it is a religion based on 
shared experience. Individual religious beliefs are integrated into the larger, unified experience. Many rave flyers use pagan and religious 
symbols. Enlightenment is a common theme, as well as love and kindness. 
It is also a CU Iture of escape, it is an escape from mainstream society into a Utopian world for a few hours. It is a creation 
of space where love and happiness exist beyond everything else, and is not bounded by the laws or rules or unhappiness found in 
everyday society. Reality does not exist within a rave 
Precedent studies 
Mattress Factory Gallery, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
BED/SITTING Rooms for an Artist in Residence 
Designer : Mr. Allan Wexler 
Year : 1988 
Allan Wexler is an american artist who trained as an architect but never exercised his profession in a conventional 
way. He likes to explore the relationship between art and architecture and using furniture design as his basis of 
his work. The main frame work of his works takes place at some daily activites like work，rest, eat, Sleep, 
wash….. 
The 已ED/SITTING Rooms project is a installation project in the Mattress Factory Gallery and the Gallery invites 
him to design a site-specific functional sculpture. He has created a bedroom as a residence for visiting artists. 
The vistor can create furniture components according to his/her needs. The wall between two adjacent rooms has 
openings through which the furniture components can partly or fully pass. When the bed is pushed partially 
through the wall, it becomes a chair. The armsets slide through where needed, and the backrests and lamps 
rotate into either room. The piece can be manipulated to create two bedrooms or one double bedroom and a sitting 
room. 
D esign D evelopment 
When I first look at the site, the main feature the retaining wall is the main key of the design concern because it 
acts as a major circulation flow in the site. Besides, it occupies a higher position to look over the site. Therefore 
when I start my scheme, I have though about the relationship with the retaining wall first. 
As we know, the basic function of a retaining wall is to retain the soil stable and safe between a upper and lower 
level of two different lands. Therefore it may be dangerous if I dig some soil out to create some spaces, instead 
I should try how to design with the wall in a harmony way. 
D esign D evelopment 
The first scheme is tries to re-utilize the left-over 
space within my site. The scheme composed of 
two major elements: one is the linking up the up-
per and lower level of the existing retaining wall. 
The second one is the attachment with the retain-
ing wall. 
The vertical circulation helps to resolve the exist-
ing site conditions because currently it is a missed 
link between those two levels (+21.5 & +31.5). 
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D esign D evelopment 
II - The second scp^methat I have developed is a 
‘skin，building. T^^ front fagade facing the main 
quarter represents day-time programs which like 
nap / internet / fitness. Behind the wall is the night-
programs which tave-hotel / paMy spice 
The front program acts as a mask to the night 
program. When you are looking^frggi outside, 
never know what's haDDenin^®t£ferTh~i~circula 
tion remains atth 
night-time, thosaprograms w 
and hidden entrances are opene 
the paradise.... 

D esign D evelopment 
III - The third phase is the further elboration of the 
second scheme. 
I further rethink the relationship between the day 
and night part. I further explore the possibilities of 
combing TWO spaces together. The last scheme 
is too definite to separate those two spaces. But 
for this scheme, I try to combine them into one 
UNITY. 
The day program and night program are not es-
sence to be separated. They exist in complemen-
tary way which mutually support each others. 
This scheme has expanded its vol-
ume to the main plaza which I feel 
is a wrong decision that it is not 
quite suitable to put a large piece 
to take up all the land at that area. 
the aerial view 
interior view of the third scheme 
Final Design 
The final scheme is the improvement of the 
third scheme which I have re-considered the 
site issues. I have left a plaza for housing the 
mass events and itself can change the usage 
according to time. A dancing pool is introduced 
to enhance the quality of ecstasy which pro-
vides a dark path to an opened / isolated place. 
dancing pool 
structure attached v 
retaining wall • 
open plaza 
The structure attached with the retaining wall 
is the key linkage between the pool and wall. It 
would house some kiosks which support daily 
life of Lan Kwai Fong Area includes some small 
kiosks. The kiosks would be shut down at night 
and defines the night-scape of the wall. 

Conclus ion 
V'/hen I finish the projecL I find that the most important lesson that I have learnt is not 
about design. Of coz as a architectural studenL we should be equipped with knowledge 
abou\ design. But whai： I am referring to is aboui： understanding the weakness / strength of 
myself. It is good 〖0 see what I need to improve when I come out to practice. I think life is 
always be a journal for you to discover, architecture too. I do hope thai: I C8n make use of 
my knowledge that I learn from the school to contribute to the school or even Hong Kong. 
I would like to take this chance to say thanks to Steve, Essy ^ Martin for their guidance and 
sincere criticism on my project withoui： their generous support, I can't finish the project by 
myself. 
Besides, I would like 〖0 thank my classmates Hau, Edrnan, SarnueL My friend Benjamin, 
Janet.. Plato who has helped me 丨or the final presentations. Thank you. 
Finally are my friends Raymond, Russell、k Eddy who have discussed the project with me 
and inspired me to move on. Without them. I carrt come out a project with innovative ideas. 
Append ix 
1. Building Plans 1:600 
2. Section 1:600 
3. Detail 1:100 
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